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1. B 5 .The Road to Redemption: Killing Snakes in Medieval Chinese

Buddhism.Religions 2019, 10(4), 247; https://doi.org/10.3390/rel10040247. (AHCI)

[ %] Inthe medieval Chinese context, snakes and tigers were viewed as two dominant, threatening

animals in swamps and mountains. The animal-human confrontation increased with the expansion of



human communities to the wilderness. Medieval Chinese Buddhists developed new discourses,
strategies, rituals, and narratives to handle the snake issue that threatened both Buddhist and local
communities. These new discourses, strategies, rituals, and narratives were shaped by four conflicts
between humans and animals, between canonical rules and local justifications, between male monks
and feminized snakes, and between organized religions and local cultic practice. Although early Buddhist
monastic doctrines and disciplines prevented Buddhists from killing snakes, medieval Chinese Buddhists
developed narratives and rituals for killing snakes for responding to the challenges from the discourses of
feminizing and demonizing snakes as well as the competition from Daoism. In medieval China, both
Buddhism and Daoism mobilized snakes as their weapons to protect their monastic property against the
invasion from each other. This study aims to shed new light on the religious and socio-cultural
implications of the evolving attitudes toward snakes and the methods of handling snakes in medieval

Chinese Buddhism.

3. Dong, G P, Ma J, Chen M X, Lee D, Pryce G & Chen Y. (2019). Developing a
Locally Adaptive Spatial Multilevel Logistic Model to Analyze Ecological Effects on

Health Using Individual Census Records

[##% ] Geographical variable distributions often exhibit both macroscale geographic smoothness and
microscale discontinuities or local step changes. Nonetheless, accounting for both effects in a unified
statistical model is challenging, especially when the data under study involve a multiscale structure and
non-Gaussian response variables. This study develops a locally adaptive spatial multilevel logistic model
to examine binomial response variables that integrates an innovative locally adaptive spatial econometric
model with a multilevel model. It takes into account global spatial autocorrelation, local step changes,
and vertical dependence effects arising from the multiscale data structure. Another appealing feature is
that the spatial correlation structure, implied by a spatial weights matrix, is learned along with other model
parameters via an iterative estimation algorithm, rather than being presumed to be invariant. Bayesian
Markov chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) samplers are derived to implement this new spatial multilevel logistic
model. A data augmentation approach, drawing on recently devised Pdélya-gamma distributions, is
adopted to reduce computational burdens of calculating binomial likelihoods with a logit link function. The
validity of the developed model is evaluated by a set of simulation experiments, before being applied to
analyze self-rated health for the elderly in Shijiazhuang, the capital city of Hebei Province, China. Model
estimation results highlight a nuanced geography of self-rated health and identify a range of individual-

and area-level correlates of health for the elderly.

3.Dong, G P**, Wolf L, Alexiou A & Arribas-Bel D, Inferring neighbourhood quality with



property transaction records by using a locally adaptive spatial multi-level

mode.Computers, Environment and Urban Systems, [SSCI / —[X]

Socio-economics, built environment, and locational characteristics are statistically significantly associated with
neighbourhood quality.

4. Dong, G P, Ma J, Wei R & Haycox J. Electric vehicle charging point placement
optimisation by exploiting spatial statistics and maximal coverage location

models.Transportation Research Part D: Transport and Environment [SSCI / —[X]
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